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CLIL teacher education in the 
Netherlands 

 Pre-service
 Postgraduate one-year course 

(Utrecht or Leiden universities)
 Part of a four-year bachelor’s 

course as 6-month specialism 
(Hogeschool van Amsterdam, 
Fontys Hogeschool)

 In-service
 Courses in classroom English
 Courses for Cambridge exams 

(CAE and CPE)
 Courses in CLIL methodology 
 Courses in UK 
 Internationalisation courses
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U-TEAch
Utrecht 

Teacher

Education

Academy

@ school
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8 Teacher
competencies

Planner 

and coach        
Subject Teacher

Classroom 

manager

Guide & 

counsellor

Teacher beyond 

the classroom
Reflective teacher 

& researcher 

International Teacher

Teacher in English
International & Cross-

Cultural Teacher
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Linking Practice and Theory

school

institute

Personal concerns

Teaching concerns

Pupil concerns

Guest Speakers 

Coaching  Lecture

Workshop   Forum

Training      Debate
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teaching in English 
intercultural awareness 
and skills
International 
Baccalaureate (English)
education systems abroad
teaching practice at CLIL 
school in NL and abroad
European and 
international orientation

U-TEAch contents
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U-TEAch 
Course Model
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knowledge/theory

 knowing what knowledge and skills a clil 
teacher needs to have

 language acquisition theories

 different models for clil 

 Clil at Dutch tto schools: vwo/havo/vmbo; 
law, practical situation at schools; 
language portfolios

http://www.picsearch.com/info.cgi?q=stropdas%20&id=tO_kSoEalDLvYepk7CE5YpddRtl6T8N7sY6_jRC5vGo&start=181
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skills

 Language skills

 Classroom skills
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In –service courses Utrecht 
University

 in-company and 
tailormade

 6-10 weeks

 attendance certificate

 starting and mature 
CLIL schools
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Sample topics

 “you are also a language 
teacher”

 working with texts

 vocabulary

 feedback

 selecting materials

 CEFR and your materials

 speaking and writing

 cross-curricular projects

 (authentic) assessment

 […]
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CLIL concerns

Teachers

 own English 
language proficiency

 discrepancy between 
learners’ and 
teachers’ English

 learner’s subject 
knowledge and 
understanding 

 time for 
development

Teacher Educators & 
Inspectors

 English language 
proficiency of 
learners

 beliefs about CLIL 
teaching

 knowledge about 
language learning

 teachers teach IN 
English, not 
THROUGH English
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What are the CLIL concerns in your 
context?

 Teachers?

 Researchers? 

 Inspectors?

 Teacher 
educators?
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Book CLIL Skills (forthcoming)
Liz Dale, Wibo van der Es, Rosie Tanner
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Masters Course 
in English

• International focus 

• Bilingual education 

• English immersion
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Study Load  1 year (60 ECs)

 Teaching Practice 1 at 
bilingual school in 
Netherlands (13 EC)

 First Portfolio (7 EC)

 Subject Methodology 
1 (4 EC)

 Teaching Practice 2 
abroad (13 EC)

 Final Portfolio (7 EC)

 Subject Methodology 
2 (4.5 EC)

 Research (11.5 EC)
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skills

language skills in English 
 competent at B2/C1 level
 classroom English: classroom procedures
 subject related terminology 
 independently develop your own language 

level further 
 adapting one’s own English to students’ 

level
 being able to use CEF for your students 

and yourself
 how to analyze students language 

difficulties
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classroom skills

 how to deal with difficult texts
 how to deal with vocabulary
 how to give corrective feedback
 scaffolding
 maintain balance between subject 

teaching and language teaching


